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Well, I want to take you from the womb, all the way through to the grave in three 

messages, and in between there’s gonna be a wee bit of politics as well, so that’s what 

we’re going to be doing over the next couple of sessions together. 

I suppose this subject, what the Bible says about abortion, it would’ve been better 

coming last year before the referendum here in Ireland, but we know how things have 

moved on since then and we are really sad the way things have changed, thankfully in 

the North we still do not have abortion. It’s being pressed all the time from various sides, 

and we pray against it, and we trust that the Lord would raise up a standard and it will 

never come into the province. 

So, I want to speak about, What the Bible says about Abortion. You’ve all heard 

about the children's charity, ‘Save the Children’, and they have a well known logo that 

appears on their advertisements, on their billboards, some of their paraphernalia that 

they send out, and that is the emotive words: “No child born to die.” And we would all 

agree with that: No child born to die. But we want to extend that by 9 months to be 

precise and to put it in these terms, “No child conceived to die.” That’s what we’re really 

thinking about this evening, the child being killed in the womb. And I want us to think 

about it first of all by thinking about the facts and figures of abortion. I suppose the 

figures I have here really have to do with the UK and there’s probably no figures out for 

Ireland yet, it’s still so early days, but some of the things I want to say basically refer to 

England, Scotland, and Wales. But to begin with we need to say first of all that the 

termination of a pregnancy is not something new in the history of the world, it’s another 

one of those things with which the words of Solomon comes into play, when Solomon 

said that “there’s no new thing under the sun”, and that’s the case with abortion, it’s not 

a new thing, it’s not a 20th century phenomenon at all. The Code of Hammurabi, you’ve 

all read the Code of Hammurabi I’m sure? Well, if you were no, well I’m sure you 

wouldn’t want to. He was the King in ancient Babylon, he dates from about 18 centuries 

before Jesus Christ, so it’s going back a long time. And in that code of Hammurabi there 

are stipulations about a child not being aborted, if you wind the clock forward to about 

12th century B.C, “before Christ”, Tiglath-Pileser was an Assyrian King and he had 

some laws also set down in that land amongst the Assyrian peoples, and it also said 

that there was to be no putting a child to death, no abortion. So obviously, going back 

centuries before Christ there was a need, there was a need for prohibition for abortion, 

there must have been a need to prohibit it. Abortion wasn’t an uncommon thing in the 

Greek world, in the Roman world, Plato was all for it, Aristotle was for it, it’s the same 



today as it was then, the intellectual giants, the men who shaped culture, the makers 

and shakers of society, in the Greek or Roman world, they were for abortion; the 

makers and shakers, the great thinkers today - they’re also for abortion. But there it was 

in the Greek or Roman world. The abuse was so commonplace, you’ve heard of 

Hippocrates, he was the father of modern medicine. You’ve heard of the ‘hippocratic 

oath’ which doctors used to have to take, I don’t know why it’s compulsory now, I don't 

think it is, but for centuries afterwards you had to take the hippocratic oath if you’re 

going into the medical world. And including in the hippocratic oath was this promise by a 

man or woman coming to be a doctor, “I will not give to a woman a pessary to cause 

abortion.” Now that’s 400 BC around about, and there was this promise from doctors 

that they wouldn’t cause a woman to have an abortion, so it’s not new, it’s not new. True 

medical science has developed somewhat from those very basic days, technology has 

come on leaps and bounds, and without wanting to go into any of the details, the gory 

details, when it comes down to it, it’s just as barbaric, the termination today in the 21st 

century as it was in the 4th century BC, in the 5th, or in the 15th century. At the end of 

the day it’s still a barbaric thing, despite all of the “advances”. 

In the UK - well Great Britain: England, Scotland, and Wales - abortion became legal 

tender in 1967, the year I was born actually, gives ye an idea of my age, but in 1967, in 

the last 51 years there have been 9 million children aborted: 9,000,000. The woman’s 

womb, which should be the safest place in the world, and we have these statistics:  

- On average, about 200 thousand abortions take place in England, Scotland, 

Wales, every year. Take works out at about 550 abortions everyday, everyday 

across the water. 

And yet somehow we can continue as a society who congratulates itself as a humane 

society, I mean the UK sets itself up as being a very humane, and civilised, and 

developed society, we speak about the bill of human rights, we boast about our equality 

laws, and yet the unborn they have no human rights, it seems to be, and as far as 

equality laws are concerned, it seems that the only minority group in the United 

Kingdom that does not have equality laws is the unborn, there’s something wrong there. 

How can that be, how can it be, how can a man, for example, in the morning time, get 

up, have his breakfast, kiss his wife on the cheek, rub his children’s head and ruffle their 

hairs, and go out to work, and go to the clinic, and come home from work, 8 or 9 hours 

later - a few children aborted later - and just behave as if nothing has happened. How 

could that be? How could a family man, go about, going into work, and coming home 

having aborted so many unborn children. How does our government in the North allow 

that? How does it justify abortions morally speaking and also on biological grounds? 

How can it be justified? How can it be warranted? Well we want think about that for a 

few moments. 

The key issue, which why many can remain, as far as their concerned, with clean 

hands and also have a clear conscience is because of their understanding about what is 



conceived in the womb at the moment of conception, that's really where the rubber hits 

the road, what is conceived at that point and what is it that develops over the next days 

and weeks. Now from the outset I’d just like to say, and this is a personal thing, I don't 

like to use the term Foetus and embryo, I try to avoid them not because the words 

Foetus and embryo are wrong, the word Foetus simply is just the Latin word for 

‘offspring’, so there's nothing wrong with the words foetus or embryo, nothing at all, but 

it seems to me that in the society where we live these words embryo and foetus they 

sort of dehumanise what's in the womb they depersonalise what's in the womb, they 

seem to take away the humanity of what's conceived in the womb and in our society 

where people are very vague in their thinking about things it seems to me that it's not 

good to use those terms that seem to take away the full humanity, I just think it's better 

to use the term of a baby or a child. But that's for me at least. 

Now there are different views that are held out there that try to justify abortion 

morally and biologically. One of the views is that the initial stage of pregnancy is made 

up of just a lump of tissue that's growing there in their womb, but that's all it is - it's just a 

blob of tissue. And it's an impersonal, it's a jelly-like substance, a jelly-like blob, nothing 

more they would say, that it's, it's not human. Yet from conception onwards, it says it's 

potentially human, it's a potential person is the language which would be used but it's 

not a person, that it's not a human yet. And I suppose if you had that sort of thinking that 

it's not a person yet or it's not a person yet or it’s a blob of tissue, some sort of 

impersonal jelly-like substance, in the world you could see how a man could take that 

and see that it's just like a cyst in the womb. If a woman had a cyst in her womb you 

would have no problem taking that out of her womb, it's just a cyst, it's just tissue it's just 

a blob, it's not personal - and that's one way it's taught about. 

There is also another view which is quite similar, and that is that what is 

conceived and develops over the next early stages of the gestation it's just part of the 

mother's body. In the same way that the tonsils are part of the mother's body or the 

appendix is a part of the woman's body, and if a woman's appendix is troubling her she 

will get it out, or if her tonsils are troubling her she will get it out and if there is something 

conceived there that's troubling her that she can get it out. And it's that sort of thinking 

that it's just part of the woman's body, and she said “it's my body, it's my body and I 

want to get it out”, and that's another way that it's conceived about. 

 There are other views which try to justify abortion there is this idea that what is 

conceived is not human, not in the early stages is it a human but as it develops. It is 

said that from the 24 week stage - in other words from the stage where the child is able 

to survive outside the womb - at that stage around about 23 or 24 weeks, it is at that 

stage, it’s argued, when it becomes a person, when it becomes a human. Whenever it 

takes its first breath some say, that is probably the most common thinking, whenever it 

takes its first breath that seems to be the common census, that is when it is truly a 



human being, when it’s truly personal at that stage, when it takes us first breath then it 

has all the human rights like the rest of us. 

So those are four common views about what’s going on in the womb. And you 

can see that if you take those, or hold to any one or all of those views, you can see how 

it has moved the goalposts of what human life is in the womb, it has dehumanised what 

has been conceived. And if it has dehumanized what has been conceived and is 

developing then it has decriminalised putting to death along the way, and it is also I 

suppose desanitized the conscience against guilt, against sense of culpability or 

accountability... “it's just part of the woman's body, it's a cyst, it's just a lump of tissue, 

it's not human…”, you do it, perform it, and you can go home, and you can kiss your 

wife again on the cheek, and rub your children’s hair as if nothing has happened at all. 

Ignorance. Ignorance is probably, generally speaking, the reason why so many women 

who normally would not hurt a fly, wouldn't hurt a fly, can go to the doctor and ask for an 

abortion. And why so many doctors who probably would swerve on the road to miss a 

hedgehog how he would be happy to sign it off and to perform it. It doesn't make sense 

does it? It doesn't make sense at all. 

 The important thing is, What does the Bible teach about it? That is what we are 

concerned about. What does the Bible teach about the status of life from conception 

and onwards, and if we get that understanding more, than the subject really takes care 

of itself. Psalm 139 is very important text of scripture in coming to deal with what the 

Bible says. Psalm 139:13, David writes and says speaking about the Lord, “For thou 

hast possessed my reins thou hast covered me in my mother's womb”, another way of 

translating it is, “Thou didst form my inward parts Thou didst knit me together in my 

mother's womb.” David is using poetic language and he pictures the Lord like the Potter 

or like the Weaver, “Thou didst form me in the inward parts”, the Potter, God is the 

Potter. And what was conceived in the womb, was the clay which God worked with to 

turn into a beautiful vessel, or the language of God being the Weaver, “Thou didst knit 

me together in my mother's womb”, the point really to see here about what David is 

saying here is that from the very start, from the very start, it is God’s work, this is God’s 

work in the womb, this is not some impersonal approach to this, it is not some natural 

process or mechanical process that’s going on in the woman's body - this is God’s work, 

He is the Potter, He is the Weaver, He is the one Who is forming the life in the womb. It 

is God who takes the impersonal seed of the man and takes the impersonal egg of the 

woman and God in his Providence brings the two together and He begins to form them 

and to knit them together to make a human being in all its personality - it is God’s work.   

Job uses the same sort of language, in Job 10v8 and following Job says, “Thine 

hands have made me and fashioned me…”, Job is saying about the Lord, “Lord You 

have shaped and modelled me”, it is the language of the Potter again, “You have 

brought me together roundabout”, he says, he goes on to say “Thou hast made me as 

the clay”, in verse 11 he says. “Thou hast clothed me with skin and f lesh and has 



densed me with bones and sinew”, it is the idea again of God being the Weaver and the 

Potter. In other words David in Psalm 139 and Job in chapter 10, they’re both saying 

that the Lord, the Almighty God is the creative agent at work from conception all the way 

through the development of the babe in the womb, all the way through to the finished 

article. God’s work, God is doing this. In Psalm 139:16 David writes again, “Thine eyes 

didst see my substance yet being unperfect”, the word substance there, is a Hebrew 

word which means anything rolled or wrapped together in an unformed mass, so David 

is acknowledging in the first instance the conception and in those early stages of 

gestation that he was just an unformed mass, he calls himself, “Lord you did see my 

substance when I was yet unperfect,” but the Lord saw it, He saw it, and David is saying 

here, “Lord your eyes were on it, your hands were on it, you were at work in forming it.” I 

was thinking today about this, whenever God made the heaven and the Earth on Day 1 

of creation, the Bible says that the world was without form and void, what’s conceived in 

the womb in those early stages is without form, but in just the same way that the world 

was without form and void it was still the world, it was still the Earth even though it was 

a formless earth, and in the same way you can transfer that to the person who is without 

form who is void in that sense, and yet it is still a human, it is still a true person. David 

also in that Psalm, all the way through it always uses the personal pronouns. He 

personalizes what he is speaking about at every stage, he speaks about “me, my, I” he 

doesn’t speak about “it”, he doesn’t refer to himself as “it” or a “thing”. In verse 2 and 3 

of Psalm 139 he speaks about the present and says, “Thou knowest mine down sitting, 

mine uprising, my thoughts afar off,” - personal pronouns. He’s looking forward In verse 

10, and he says, “Thine hand shall lead me, Thy right hand hold me,” the personal 

pronouns again, and then in verse 13 he goes on and this is Prenatal stage, while this is 

when David is still in the womb and he says, “Thou hast possessed my reins, Thou hast 

covered me,” again personal pronoun, “in my mother's womb”, and verse 16 again, “my 

substance though unperfect Thine eyes didst see.” In other words, in Psalm 139, as 

David scans his life, before he was born, in the womb, past, present, and future, all the 

way through, he speaks of it as, “me, my, and I”, David saying it was the same me from 

the womb all the way to the present, it is the same me I didn't become human at some 

stage I was always “me” I was always “my” I didn't become me or my later on 

somewhere in the womb. Doesn't he so famously say in Psalm 51:5, “In sin did my 

mother conceive me”. What is he saying here? He's saying, I was conceived in sin, 

David is saying that from the moment of his conception he was human enough to be 

imputed with Adam’s transgression. He’s saying he was human enough to be faced with 

the consequences of original sin, from the moment of conception. From the moment of 

conception he was human enough to have a rational, religious, accountable, immortals 

soul, “in sin did my mother conceive me”. He may not have been able to say the 

alphabet yet at this stage in his mother's womb, or his 6 times tables off by heart at this 

time in his mother's womb,  or to write a Psalm at this stage, or fight a giant at this 



stage, but it doesn’t get any more human than David saying, “whenever I was 

conceived, at that moment I was a sinner and I needed a Saviour,” it doesn't get any 

more human than that. And that is exactly what the Lord provided for David, He 

provided a Savior.  

How did God provide a Saviour for David, and for all of His people? Did the 

Father bring Jesus Christ down from heaven as a man, did He just turn up as a 30 year 

old, is that how it was? The Bible says, “it behoved him in all things to be made like unto 

His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest”. For Jesus Christ to be 

our Saviour He had to go through everything that you and I have to go through, and 

that’s from the moment of conception. His conception albeit which was a virgin 

conception, which was totally unique, but as far as the conception itself is concerned, 

from that stage on, His life is comparable to our life as humans. So then what are we 

saying? Whenever we read in the gospel that the Holy Ghost came upon the Virgin, and 

the power of the Highest overshadowed her, what are we saying? What are we saying 

that the Holy Ghost conceived in the womb of the Virgin? Are we saying that He 

conceived an “it”, that He concieved just a blob of nothingness, that He conceived just 

an impersonal tissue, is that what we’re saying that the He conceived in the womb of 

the Virgin? Does the Scripture not say that He conceived in the womb that holy child 

Jesus, the Holy Child Jesus. The eternal Son of God wasn't at any stage from 

conception onwards a “thing”, an impersonal thing or an “it”. John the Baptist, did leap 

for joy in the womb of his mother Elizabeth when he heard the voice of Jesus’ mother 

Mary coming in, she was only a few weeks pregnant, was Mary, whenever she came to 

Elizabeth's house. And whenever the babe heard the voice of Mary, did he leap for joy 

in her womb because there was some “thing” in Mary's womb? something that wasn't 

quite human yet? wasn't 100% personal? No. What was it they said, “the mother of my 

Saviour has come amongst us.”  

He was a Saviour from the very conception. There was never a moment in 

Mary's womb when true God wasn’t united to true man. Do you honestly think that the 

true God was ever untied to a blob of “it”, united to a blob of impersonal tissue, 

something that wasn’t human? That's blasphemous to the very extreme. So in other 

words even the very conception of Christ is a pattern, it teaches when human life 

properly begins, at the moment of conception.  

As a matter of fact, we’re told that that cell which begins to form whenever the 

egg meets the seed, that microscopic cell, just a micropsic cell, scientists tell us that 

even at that initial stage, it already contains all the DNA information necessary to 

determine the child's sex, and the child's size, and shape, and skin, and colour, and hair 

colour, and eye colour, and temperament, and intelligence; we’re told that it’s all there in 

that wee cell, nothing has to be added to it, it’s all there. If that’s not a human being, I 

don’t know what is, and if that’s not someone who’s made in the image of God, I don’t 

know what is.  



They talk about what’s conceived and in the early stages as a potential human, 

that's what they say. It’s not a potential person that’s conceived, it's a person with 

potential, I think that’s important to understand. It’s not a potential person, it’s a person 

with potential to develop and that's what you have, that's what you have. So you 

understand then and see the ramifications regarding abortion? All of a sudden the sixth 

commandment comes into the play, the sixth command says, “Thou shalt not kill”, and it 

doesn’t mean thou shalt not go to war, that you shouldn’t kill for capital punishment, it’s 

not speaking about that. “Thou shalt not kill” refers to the violent taking away of an 

innocent life, that’s what the command is speaking about, taking away the life of an 

innocent. Original sin besides, is there anything more innocent in this world than a babe 

in the womb? Is there? Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not kill stands like an electric fence 

around a six-week-old unborn child, every bit as much as it stands around a six-year-old 

child. The sixth command comes into play as regards the subject of abortion. 

In Job 39:14-16, we read these words, “The ostrich… leaveth her eggs in the 

earth, and warmeth them in dust, And forgetteth that the foot may crush them, or that 

the wild beast may break them. She is hardened against her young ones, as though 

they were not her's:”. The ostrich is held up in the Scripture as being a very cruel mother 

that she would leave her eggs so exposed, “she is hardened against her young ones as 

though they were not hers.”  

My government, my government removed the death penalty for murderers in 

1965, and two years later it introduced the death penalty for innocence. John Calvin, if 

you've heard of John Calvin, says, “If it seems horrible to kill a man in his own house 

than in a field, because a man’s house is his place of most secure refuge, it ought 

surely to be deemed more atrocious to destroy a baby in the womb before it has come 

to light.”, isn’t that so? When you hear on the news that someone broke into an old 

persons home and killed them, there’s something about that which is worse than if it 

happened in the street, there's something sacred about a man or a woman's home and 

so it is with a baby in the womb, it’s sacred, it’s a sacred place.  

God is not mocked you know. God is not mocked. The blood of 9 million in the 

United Kingdom, of 9,000,000 innocents cries unto God for justice. God is not mocked. 

In Jeremiah we read these words, Jeremiah 22:2-7, “Thus saith the Lord; 

Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the 

oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the 

widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place… if ye will not hear these words, I 

swear by myself, saith the Lord, that this house shall become a desolation… And I will 

prepare destroyers against thee, everyone with his weapons:”, Make no mistake about 

it, the United Kingdom and Ireland will rule the day that it ever brought abortion in, and 

sponsors it, and promotes it, and pays for it, God’s not going to stand back forever and 

allow it to happen. 



In conclusion, what can we do? Well, if you’ve never trusted in Jesus Christ as 

your Saviour, you need to realise that you’re still in the sin of Adam that you were 

conceived in the womb with. You’re still in that sin, your original sin, and you’re also in 

the sins that you’ve actually committed yourself subsequently, and you need to trust in 

the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, you need to put your faith in the Lord Jesus to 

redeem you and save you, that’s the first thing you can do if you’re not a Christian. 

But if you are a Christian, if you are a believer, you can begin by blushing, you 

can blush that we live in a society, when last year on the streets of Dublin they were 

rejoicing, you saw them on the television as I saw them on the television, it was the 

happiest day of their lives you'd have thought, it was a carnival, this was a great day for 

Ireland when abortion was to be put on the statute books. We should blush as 

Christians, that that is the society that we live in. 

We can also never lose sight of the horror of abortion. You know after a wee 

while in Ireland, its probably happened already, it just becomes common place, it's just, 

who thinks about it nowadays in the UK? Nobody, its commonplace. You should never, 

ever, lose the shock and horror of abortion, of abortion - it really is that hideous. 

You can also see through all the hypocrisy of our society. We’re called, a so-

called “caring” society who cares for the weakest in society, and yet the very weakest, 

the most vulnerable, there’s no caring for them. Hypocrisy stinks in our governments. 

You know we would save the whale from plastic quicker than we would save the womb 

from prongs; anybody raise a voice about the womb - not a mute, but a whale swallows 

a plastic bag and the whole countries in uproar. There’s something wrong.  

We can begin to prayer earnestly for the Lord to stop the killing, to put an end to 

it. You can begin also to support pro-life groups, you can give your money to pro-life 

groups, you can give your time, give your support, you can write into the news paper, 

you can write articles, but one thing you can’t do - you can’t turn a blind eye to it. No 

child born to die, no child conceived to die. Amen. Let’s pray.  


